
How will moisture affect cypress fences?  

Cypress is a very hearty outdoor wood and will work well in wet climates, lasting as long 
as most other commonly used outdoor heartwoods.  

Does the wood mildew? What about insects?  

Mountain Cypress is naturally resistant to mildew and rot It belongs to the same family 
as yellow cedar and Hinoki which have Nootkatin and Charmic acid contents that act as 
"built-in" fungicides and insecticides.  

Is Cypress a sustainable product?  

There is an abundant supply of plantation grown wood from our suppliers. We are 
currently working with them to have the forestry and milling process certified by the 
Forestry Stewardship Council as a sustainable "green" building product delivered under 
fair trade practices.  

What grain structure does cypress have?  

Cypress has a very close grain structure with few knots and discolorations and is easily 
machined. .  

What color will the untreated cypress become?  

Our cypress fences have turned a light honey gold over 12 months time.  

Can I stain cypress fences?  

Cypress readily accepts many types of stain very well and we have several examples on 
or picture page.  

How can I attach the boards for my fence?  

The preferred method is using a pneumatic nailer however because cypress is a tight 
grain medium hard wood the nailer should be adjusted so the head gets placed flush on 
the surface to minimize splitting. Screws may also be used with good results.  

What rails can I use?  

Any wood can be used to nail the pickets too. Because the cypress will last a long time it 
is advisable to use Cedar or treated pine.  

Does the cypress have a strong aroma?  

Cypress has a pleasant aroma and has been used inside homes and around individuals 
who are allergic to some other wood species.  



Does the wood split badly?  

Our test results on cypress fences indicate that end splits are not any more numerous 
than our cedar test cases. We treat the ends with wax to slow the drying of the wood and 
reduce the splitting even more.  

What sizes are the boards?  

The boards are 5/8" thick and come in full 6" and 4" widths.  

Where can I get Cypress?  

We supply material to several distributors, contact us for the closest one. 

 
 

One of the best uses for cypress is in exterior, stain grade, fencing. The species excels 
in this category due to its unique amber color, which fades gradually into pewter over 
time. Plus, its natural insect and weather resistant properties render installation and 
maintenance much less expensive than pine fencing. Other than waxing the exposed 
end grain, no special treatment or sealants are necessary for exterior preservation.  

The lumber dries extremely quickly with only mild checking and deformation. And it is 
relatively stable in service.  

Unique features of this species are: 1-its pleasant aroma; 2-resistance to insects, 
fungus, and extreme weather at all ages; and 3-no distinction between sap and 
heartwood.  



 

This is a standard, dog ear top fence. It could have been built with pine or cedar, but we chose to 

build it out of cypress. Cypress is known for not warping when exposed to the elements. Add to 

that the natural pesticides, and you've got the perfect fence. Long lasting and beautiful.  

 

 

Cypress boards on cedar rails. The differences in the color and nature of the two woods is almost 

imperceptable. Cypress is naturally resistant to splitting and warping, so these boards will stay 

straight and strong for years. 

 


