
HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 61 

Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors 

October 25, 2022 

The Board of Directors of Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 61 met at 1825 N. 

Mason Road, Katy, Harris County, Texas 77449 on October 25, 2022, in accordance with the duly 

posted notice of meeting, and the roll was called of the duly constituted officers and members of 
said Board of Directors, as follows: 

Wheeler BeMent, President 
Billy Lowery, Vice-President 

W.R. Lusby, Secretary 
Floyd J. Ball, Assistant Secretary 
William Evans, Director 

and all of said persons were present, thus constituting a quorum. 

Also present were Jonathan Liu and Anna Hunter of A&S Engineers, Inc. (“A&S”); Lonnie 
Wright and Claudia Garza of Municipal Operations & Consulting, Inc.; Vanessa Hernandez of 
Myrtle Cruz, Inc. “MCT’); Miranda Burks of Wheeler & Associates, Inc. (“Wheeler”); Kelly Gard 

of KGA DeForest Design, LLC; Richard Martin of First Environment Erosion Controls ““FEEC”); 
Christine Crotwell of Masterson Advisors LLC (“Masterson”); and Blake Ellis of Marks 
Richardson PC, 

The President called the meeting to order. 

As the first order of business, the Board considered comments from members of the public. 
No one present signed up to address the Board. 

The Board next considered approval of the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting held 

on September 27, 2022. After discussion, Director Ball made a motion to approve the minutes of 

the meeting held on September 27, 2022, as presented. Director Lowery seconded the motion, 
which unanimously carried. 

The Board next considered a report relative to security patrol services provided by the 
Harris County Sheriff's Office. Director Lowery reported on activity in the District for the month 
of September. He stated that Deputy Waits has returned to the District’s contract. Director Lowery 

discussed an incident in which a home was ransacked while the family was on vacation. He stated 

that there is video footage of two (2) males entering the residence, but it is unclear what, if 
anything, was stolen. Director Lowery stated that traffic enforcement has been effective and there 

has been a reduction in traffic offenses. Mr. Ellis then stated that Harris County Municipal Utility 
District No. 62 ““HCMUD 62”) has asked about the installation of security cameras and he advised 

that the District does not have the legal authority to install security cameras or install poles in the 
ground to mount the cameras without an easement and due to potential open records request for 

camera footage. The Board then agreed not to pursue the installation of security cameras. 

The Board next conducted a public hearing relative to the District’s proposed 2022 debt 
service tax rate and maintenance tax rate. Ms. Burks reported that Wheeler had published the tax 

rate publication in accordance with state law requirements and provided the publication affidavit



to the Board. The President announced the hearing open and invited members of the public to 

address the Board on the proposed 2022 debt service tax rate and maintenance tax rate. Seeing no 

persons interested in addressing the Board, the President then announced the hearing closed. 

The Board next considered the adoption and levy of the District’s 2022 proposed debt 

service and maintenance tax rate. Ms. Crotwell reviewed the attached 2022 Debt Service Tax Rate 

Recommendation. She stated that Masterson revised its original recommendation and is now 

recommending that the District levy a 2022 total combined tax rate of $0.45, consisting of $0.305 

debt service tax and $0,145 maintenance tax. She stated that there are discussions regarding future 

projects and future bond issuances and that the recommended tax rates will allow for flexibility in 

future years. After discussion, Director BeMent made a motion to levy a 2022 debt service tax 

rate of $0.305 per $100 of valuation and a 2022 maintenance tax rate of $0.145 per $100 of 

valuation for a total tax rate of $0.45 per $100 valuation, and to adopt the attached Order Levying 

Taxes. Director Evans seconded the motion, which unanimously carried. 

Mr. Ellis next reviewed with the Board a First Amendment to the Sixth Amended and 

Restated District Information Form in connection with the levy of the 2022 tax rate. After 

discussion, Director Evans made a motion to approve the Form and to authorize the Board 

members present to execute same. Director BeMent seconded the motion, which unanimously 

carried. 

The Board next considered a report on mowing activity within the District. Mr. Martin 

reviewed the attached report for the month of October from FEEC and discussed the status of 

mowing within the District. He stated that FEEC repaired Ms. Rowan’s irrigation system and 

installed two (2) crepe myrtles to replace the dead crepe myrtle. 

Mr. Martin next presented a proposed mowing and maintenance budget and requested a 

price increase on the mowing price per acre of $55.00 per acre. After discussion, Director Evans 

made a motion to approve the proposed mowing and maintenance budget to bring the mowing 

price per acre to $55.00 per acre. Director BeMent seconded the motion, which unanimously 

carried. 

The Board next considered the status of surface water issues and the West Harris County 

Regional Water Authority (““WHCRWA”). Director Evans provided a status update on the 

WHCRWA’s project to bring in surface water to the District and stated that the WHCRWA is on 

track with the project. 

The Board next considered the financial and investment reports and invoices presented for 

payment, Ms. Hernandez reviewed the attached bookkeeping reports, investment inventory reports 

and bills for payment with the Board. After review and discussion, Director BeMent made a 

motion to approve the reports and authorize the disbursements identified therein. Director Lowery 

seconded the motion, which unanimously carried. 

The Board next considered adoption of an operating budget for the fiscal year ending 

October 31, 2023. Ms. Hernandez reviewed the attached draft budget and stated that budget was 

adjusted to reflect the new tax rates. After discussion, Director BeMent made a motion to approve 

the operating budget for the fiscal year ending October 31, 2023, as presented. Director Lowery 

seconded the motion, which unanimously carried. 
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The Board next considered the status of the construction contract with Texas Wall 

Landscape for the Colonial Park project. Mr. Liu reported that the contractor completed all storm 
sewer on-site and prep work for the parking lot pour and sidewalk connections pour. He then 
presented Pay Application No. 1 in the amount of $367,668.90 and Pay Application No. 2 in the 

amount of $36,858.60 and recommended payment of same. After discussion, Director Ball made 
a motion to approve payment of Pay Application No. 1 in the amount of $367,668.90 and Pay 
Application No. 2 in the amount of $36,858.60. Director Evans seconded the motion, which 
unanimously carried. Mr. Gard then reviewed the width of the trail in various sections with the 
Board. 

The Board next considered approval of an Amended and Restated Agreement for 

Bookkeeping Services (“Amendment”) with MCI relative to a rate increase. Ms. Hernandez 
presented the revised Amendment and reviewed same with the Board. She stated that the 
Amendment reflects a charge for travel and meeting attendance, which is an additional $100 to 
$200 per meeting and was different than what she reported las month. After discussion, Director 
Evans made a motion to approve the Amendment with MCI, and to authorize the President to 
execute and Secretary to attest same on behalf of the Board and the District. Director Lowery 

seconded the motion, which unanimously carried. 

The Board next considered the status of collection of taxes. Ms. Burks reviewed the 
attached tax assessor’s report and the delinquent tax roll for the month of September. She noted 
that 99.66% of the District’s 2021 taxes had been collected through September 30, 2022. After 
review and discussion of the reports, Director Evans made a motion to approve the reports and 
authorize the disbursements identified therein. Director Lowery seconded the motion, which 

unanimously carried. 

There was next a discussion regarding the status of the District’s delinquent tax accounts. 

The Board reviewed the attached Delinquent Collections Listing as of September 30, 2022. The 
Board next reviewed the attached written report dated October 25, 2022, which had been prepared 

by the District’s delinquent tax attorney, Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott, L.L.P. No 

action was necessary with respect to the delinquent tax report. 

The Board next deferred Executive Session to discuss real property matters pursuant to 

§551,072, Texas Government Code. 

The Board next considered adoption of a Resolution Authorizing Request to Harris County 

Appraisal District for Appraisal of Property as of November 1, 2022. After discussion, Director 
BeMent made a motion to adopt a Resolution Authorizing Request to Harris County Appraisal 
District for Appraisal of Property as of November 1, 2022, and authorize the President to execute 
same on behalf of the Board and the District. Director Lowery seconded the motion, which 
unanimously carried. 

The Board next considered authorizing the design, advertisement for bids and/or award of 
construction contracts, status of construction contracts previously awarded and acceptance of sites 

and easements. Mr. Liu then reviewed the attached report. 
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The Board next considered approval of plans for the modifications of the Franz Road Sheet 

Flow Road Adjustments. Mr. Liu stated that Harris County Precinct 4 had no objection to the 
proposed raising of Gatwick Lane by six (6) inches. He stated that A&S continues design on the 
proposed project. 

The Board next considered the status of the construction contract with Aranda Industries, 

LLC for Water Line Replacement, Phase II. Mr. Liu stated that FEEC coordinated repairs and 
resolved the issues with the damaged sprinkler system and dead crepe myrtle at 22338 Wetherburn 
Lane at a cost of $2,500. He stated that the commercial property owner by email agreed to the 

location of the 10’ Water Line Easement along Colonial Parkway. Mr. Ellis then presented a 10’ 
Water Line Easement (0.1016 acres) from Westside Ventures, Ltd. to the District and 

recommended acceptance of same, subject to receipt of signature from Westside Ventures, Ltd. 
After discussion, Director BeMent made a motion to accept the 10’ Water Line Easement (0.1016 

acres) from Westside Ventures, Ltd. to the District and authorize the President to execute same on 
behalf of the Board and the District, subject to receipt of signature from Westside Ventures, Ltd. 
Director Evans seconded the motion, which unanimously carried. 

The Board next considered the status of the construction contract with Environmental 

Allies (“EA”) for the weir elevation modification. Mr. Liu stated that A&S is waiting on final 
closeout documents from EA and requests Board acceptance of final completion pending receipt 

of Harris County Flood Control District “HCFCD”) letter. After discussion, Director Evans made 
a motion to accept final completion of the project, pending receipt of HCFCD letter. Director 
BeMent seconded the motion, with Directors Evans, Lusby, Lowery and BeMent voting in favor 
and Director Ball abstaining. 

The Board next considered the acceptance of site and/or easement conveyances for 
facilities constructed or to be constructed for the District. No one present had anything new to 
report. 

The Board next considered the status of storm water quality permits. Mr. Liu stated that 

the storm water quality permits for the Mason/Franz Storm Trooper and Mason Seniors Detention 
Pond are up to date. He also stated that the storm water quality permits for the Mason Ranch 

Detention Pond and Westside Office Park Detention Pond are up to date. 

Mr. Liu reported on the status of the Harris County Precinct 3 sidewalk project. He stated 

that Harris County placed a hold on the project due to precinct boundary line changes. 

The Board next considered the status of the Skybox development. Mr. Liu stated that there 
were no changes for the past month. 

The Board next considered the status of the HEB development. Mr. Liu stated that A&S 
received easement documents from the surveyor for the proposed Water Line Easements along 
Elrod Road and are currently coordinating with HEB regarding execution. 

The Board next considered the status of the C-Store development at 21826 Franz Road. 
Mr. Liu stated that A&S received plans for review and will provide comments. 
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The Board next considered the status of retail development at 2014 Mason Road. Mr. Liu 

stated that the developer has dropped out and recommended removing the item from the agenda 

going forward. 

Mr. Liu reported on the status of Williamsburg Water Well emergency repair. He stated 

that A&S received TCEQ approval for the emergency repair on August 30, 2022. Mr. Liu stated 
that CC Water Services completed all approved repair work and sample testing. 

Mr. Liu reported on the status of the joint lift station. He stated that the effluent line and 
manhole are installed. He noted that there was no Board action needed at this time. 

The Board next considered a discussion regarding future Water Plant needs. Mr. Liu 

presented three (3) options for possible locations for future facilities which include: 1) Remote 
Water Well and Transmission Line in the amount of $6,790,000, 2) Water Plant in the amount of 

$9,345,000 and 3) Mason Ranch Regional Lift Station, Regional Force Main and Water Plant in 
the amount of $12,365,000. Director Lusby expressed his concerns with the time it would take to 
develop a water plant versus a remote well based on the recent well repairs. Director Ball stated 

that he did not like the well in the neighborhood but was more open to the well in the parking lot 

by the park. He stated that he ultimately prefers one of the other two options with a Water Plant. 
Director Lowery expressed his concerns about multi-family development and the security concerns 
it would present for the District. Director BeMent discussed his preference for option three given 

that the District needs the force main and lift station. Ms. Crotwell reaffirmed that they had taken 
the different scenarios into account on their tax rate calculations and planned for the most 

expensive option for purposes of calculating future rates and what was feasible. Director Lusby 
asked to keep the discussion on the agenda and allow the Board members to research the matter. 

Director Ball asked for authorization for Mr. Ellis to discuss the matter with Mr. Heckmann from 

Land Advisors regarding the revised terms, in hopes of spurring on discussions with a developer. 
The Board agreed to allow discussions with Mr. Heckmann regarding the change in capital 
contribution requirements for a future development, now that the District may choose to sell bonds 

to pay for the water plant. 

The Board next considered the issuance of utility commitments. No one present had 
anything new to report. 

The Board next considered the review and approval of a Service Maintenance Agreement 

with Lake Management Services, L.P. (“LMS”). Mr. Liu presented and reviewed the attached 
Agreement from LMS for the monthly lake management schedule and scope of work for the period 

January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023, for an annual cost of $8,500. He noted that the 
additional hourly fee is $155.00 per hour. After discussion, Director Ball made a motion to 
approve the Agreement for an annual cost of $8,500, and to authorize the President to execute 
same on behalf of the Board and the District. Director Lowery seconded the motion, which 

unanimously carried. 

The Board next considered a report on the District’s water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer 
systems for the month of September. Mr. Wright reported that 93% of the water pumped during 

the month of September had been accounted for, and that the District's facilities had been operated 
in compliance with their respective permits. 
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The Board next considered the report on the regional sewage treatment plant, including 

compliance with the wastewater discharge permit. Mr. Wright stated that the facilities were 
operated in compliance with the permit and operated at 53% of capacity for the month of 

September, 

The Board next deferred consideration of the review and approval of a new Emergency 
Water Supply Agreement between the District, Harris County MUD No. 62, Harris County MUD 
No. 64, Harris County MUD No. 65 and West Harris County MUD No. 2 until next month’s 

meeting. 

The Board next considered a discussion regarding the District’s parks. Mr. Gard presented 

the attached Landscape Architect Report and reviewed same with the Board. 

The Board next considered matters for possible placement on future agendas. Director 
BeMent asked the Board whether it would be okay with changing the meeting time from 6:30 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m. After discussion, Director Evans made a motion to change the meeting time to 6:00 
p.m. beginning in November. Director Lusby seconded the motion, which unanimously carried. 

Mr. Wright stated that the address for the meeting place is now 1817 S. Mason Road due 

to moving the door of the office building following a remodel. The Board requested that an item 
be added to the agenda for next month’s meeting to consider review and approval of an Order 

Establishing Additional Meeting Place Inside the District. 

There being no further business to come befgre the Board, was adjourned.    

  

     Secretary, Board o 
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ATTACHMENTS TO MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

October 25, 2022 

1. Tax Rate Recommendation 

2. Order Levying Taxes 

3. FEEC Report and Proposed Maintenance Budget 
4. Bookkeeper’s Report 
5. Tax Assessor-Collector’s Report 
6. Delinquent Tax Report 

7. Resolution Authorizing Request to HCAD for Appraisal of Property 
8. Engineer’s Report with related correspondence 
9, Operations Report and related correspondence 

10. KGA Landscape Architect Report and revised trail layout 
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